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A message from Fr. Dan

Reflect, Renew and Recommit

We are now in the time of Lent, and hopefully, we have committed ourselves
to walking beyond the shadow of the cross toward the wonderful light that
shines at Easter. In our walk, we may be broken or sick, however, God
promises to transform our struggles into wholeness and new life. Just when
we think we are down and out, Christ reminds us that as people of the res-
urrection there is a grace greater than any of our ungraceful messes.

Our church calendar sometime seems like a revolving door. Advent gives
way to Christmas, Epiphany to Lent, Easter to Pentecost. However, these cy-
cles of faith mark the miraculous life of Jesus and move us from darkness
into light.

Whether it is the story of the transformation of Lazarus from death to life or

the transformation from Lenten penitence to the glory of the Easter resur-
rection of Jesus, the Gospels are full of people like us moving from moments
of mourning to moments of celebration. We are like the women at the tomb
as we share a moment of great despair until we find that the tomb is empty!

That empty tomb reveals God proclamation that nothing can contain His in-

finite grace.

May each and everyone of you reflect, renew and recommit while entering
the Lenten season with the assurance of being transformed into the light by
the end of the season.

Peace in Him,
Fr. Dan
Before U were thought of or time had begun,
God stuck U in the name of His Son.
And each time U pray, youoll see
You candét spell out JesUs and not

Youbre a pretty big pa of Hi s wongc
a

rt
He was born; thatds why He came
(cont. on pg. 4)
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OUTREACH OUTREACH
AND FELLOWSHIIP

N

TOOLS FOR SCHOOLS
BREAKING BREAD

TOGETHER The ECW continues to collect
WITH THE school supplies for children in
WOUNDED WARRIERS need.
BATTALION
MARINE CORPS BASE, I[tems needed include:

CAMP LEJEUNE, NC
Pencils, paper, toothbrushes, tooth-

paste ,te@amr@®d@ shampoo,

On Thursday, February5 t St . Ma r yhdirbrushes, bars of soap, dispos-
joined with Holy Trinity, Hampstead able diapers (6 wks & up), digital
and visited with the wounded Ma- thermometers, washcloths, towels,
rines and Navy personnel who were socks, underwear (boys and girls,
in the battalion recovering from inju- sizes 4-8), school uniform pants
ries, many of them from the battle- (khakh b|ack1 navy b|ue, sizes 5 -8)

field. Whether you agree with the
war in Irag and Afghanistan, visiting

with these young warriors is not a PEOPLE
support of the war, but a support of HELPING PEOPLE
our troops. We took a meal with us IN PENDER COUNTY

along with deserts. It was enjoyed

and greatly appreciated by all. Lance
Armstrong wrote a book entitled, 1t o
Not About the Bike . Our visit was

not about the food. It was about the

Your charity to people in Pender
S County can be facilitated through

Pender County Christian Services.

support, care, and camaraderie pro- Welcomed donations:

vided these young soldiers. We plan

to return soon and would like to do a Food: grits, cornmeal, flour, sugar,
oPig Pickindéd and h o measmacdreal, diidd Yoéansd wgeta-
sometime before summer. We hope ble oil; and/or

many more of our church family and _ _

friends can join us when we return. Clothing : any and all sizes are wel-

comed; and/or
Donna and Julian Anderson Money.

(CONT. ON PG. 4)
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OUTREACH

(CONT. FROM PG. 3)

There are more details on the bulle-
tin board. Pat Casaw will happy to
provide more information about this
opportunity.

THOMPSON
CHILD AND FAMILY
FOCUS

Founded in 1886, Thompson Child
& Family Focus provides diverse
services in treatment, education and
care for children who are at risk for

social and academic failure. St.
mar yos church S
service by collecting labels and

monetary contributions. A listing of
the labels needed is on the church

bulletin board. The labels may be

placed in the red basket in Fellow-
ship hall.

Thank you, Pat Casaw

pared for the challenge of parenting
children with troubled pasts who
need a lot of love, guidance, and
special attention. It is our privilege
to share our space with these good
folks! For more information about
Boys & Girls Homes of North Caro-
lina, you can visit their website,
www.boysandgirlshomesofnc.com.

Kristin McFarland

NURTURING
FOSTER PARENTS

St . Maryds Church
Boys & Girls Homes of North Caro-
lina in February and March. The
group is using our Fellowship Hall
to hold classes for new foster par-
ents. Classes are Tuesday and
Thursday evenings (except for
Shrove Tuesday) from 6:00 to 9:00
PM. Eight families are being pre-

(poem cont. from pg. 2 )

And His great love for U is the rea-
son He died. It even takes U to spell
crucified.

| sndt It thril |
granad Hetrasenfrom the delads with U
in His plan?

The stones split away, the gold
trumpet blew, and this word resUr-
rection is spelled with a U.

When JesUs left earth at His up-
ward ascension, He felt there was
one thing He just had to mention.

wor |
dJust like |

host

0Go i nto the
true That | love them all

'8W§a§e8 to

So many great people are spelled
with a U, Donodt
know JesUs too?

It all depends now on what U will
do, Hedd | i ke
all starts with U.

Submitted by Fr. Baietti
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LENTEN BIBLE STUDY

THE HOLY GOSPEL
OF JOHN

Beginning March 1, join us at
10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall each
Sunday during Lent, for a study of
the Holy Gospel according to John.
There will be a video presentation
with a written study to accompany
the presentation.

As you know, the apostle John is
the beloved disciple of Jesus.

Johnos Hol vy Gospel

written gospel
plan from the beginning...the word

ence through the Rite | services
and its traditional language is his-
torically based on the early

churchodos [T iturgical
the first complete  Book of Common

Prayer in 1549 and its revisions in
1662, 1928 and 1979.

SPECIAL OFFERING

GOOD FRIDAY

For almost a century, the Good Fri-

day Offering has been a source of

veypgort, love and hope Joy the peo
f Ble of the Bpisconal CRUCH | de-

rusalem and the Middle East.

becoming flesh through. ye%Ps%?thSGogdq:rri]day Offer-

Jesus Christ.

Jesus gives credit to God for every-
thing that he does. This gospel re-
veals the human and divine nature

of Jesus Christ like no other gospel

in the Holy Bible.

Your introspection during Lent will
be enhanced by this study and you
will learn how to give glory to God
for every good thing that he accom-
plishes through you.

LENTEN SUNDAY SERVICES
RITE |

The Rite | services reflect a state of
piety and humbleness before our
awesome God. Your Lenten experi-

ing offers us the opportunity to be
nourished by a deepened bond with
the churches in the region that is
so central to our faith.

The Episcopal church in Jerusalem
and the Middle East was formed in
1841 with the purpose of forging
friendships with the ancient
churches. The friendships made
then have strengthened the work
and witness of the entire Episcopal
Church ever since.

Since 1922, members of the Epis-
copal Church have given gener-
ously to the Good Friday Offering.

For more information, access the
following website: www. episcopal-
church.org.
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