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 A message from Fr. Dan  

Sherwood   Wirt was the first editor of Decision magazine, which he 

founded with evangelist Billy Graham.  At age 83, he wrote a book 

called, òThe Book of Joy,ó in which he focuses on joyful men and 

women of God throughout the centuries. òThe Bible,ó he writes, òis 

a book of joy. There are 542 references to joy in the Bible. The  

Gospel of salvation in Jesus Christ is a passport to joy.ó 

The secret of Jesus was and is, His inner joy. Our Lord had a 

merry heart. The most significant fact about Jesus that comes 

throughout in the Gospel accounts is His happy, radiant, loving 

personality, so different in character from the solemn religious 

types He encountered in His ministry.  

Sherwood Wirt also observed: Jesus came bringing a message of 

joy to the world and where has it gone? Many churches are com-

mitting a grave error. Part of it is in thinking that renewal will 

come with threats of doom and judgment as people head for the 

hills.  

Revival will come when churches begin laughing and singing and 

loving each other and showing the world what it means to know 

Jesus Christ. It will come when Christians are filled with the  

the joy of His salvation as they wait for His return.  
 

Peace in Him,  
Fr. Dan  

Joy and Jesus  

 
The Messenger is the monthly newslet-

ter of St. Maryõs Church, an Episcopal 

and Lutheran Community, 506 S. 

McNeil Street, P.O. Box 841 Burgaw, NC 

28425.  

Phone: 910.259.5541  

Email:  stmarysburgaw@bellsouth.net  

Your articles are wanted and welcomed. 

The deadline for newsletter articles is the 

15th day of each month.  You may email 

your article to stmarysburgaw@  

bellsouth.net or place the article in the  

Administratorõs mail box. Special schedul-

ing requests are also due on the 15th.  

Please sign up to be a Coffee Hour Angel, if your name is not  

already on the list.  This ministry can be as simple as you want it 

to be.  Cookies & coffee are welcomed.  Thank you.  
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Our wish and prayer is for all St. 

Maryõs ladies to join together to 

share ways to include all ladies 

in the church in a unified ladies 

group, including ladies who 

work during the week and those 

who canõt attend Monday morn-

ing meetings, as well as those 

who have more flexible sched-

ules.  We want to find a meeting 

time that works for all ladies.  

We also hope to utilize all the 

God-given talents and gifts 

within our parish to provide a 

fun and ministering group of  

ladies from our church, reflect-

ing all age groups, with events 

enjoyed by all age groups.  

Please make plans to come and 

share ways to make this happen.   

 

Congratulations to all people 

who will be confirmed by Bishop 

Daniel during this special  

church service and to everyone 

renewing their baptism vows.  

 

HYMN SING  

SUNDAY JULY 26  
 

The song requests 

are coming in...Joyful, Joyful, 

We Adore Thee; Mine Eyes 

Have Seen the Glory; Now the 

Green Blade Rises;   How Great 

Thou Art; Crown Him with 

Many Crowns; Be Thou My  

Vision; The King of Love My 

Shepherd Is; Day by Day; Lift 

High the Cross; Amazing 

Grace; I Want to Walk As a 

Child of the Light; When I  

Survey the Wondrous Cross; 

Just As I Am;   and Eternal  

Father Strong to Save.  

If you donõt see your favorite 

on the list, be sure to forward 

it to Kay or Kristin.  We want 

to sing everyoneõs favorites. 

Please request hymns from the 

hymnals in St. Maryõs Church, 

so everyone can sing along.   

SUMMER CHURCH EVENTS  

JUNE LADIES EVENT  

JUNE 1 @ 6:30 P.M.  

FEAST OF ST. MARY  

Wednesday, August 12  

5:30 P.M. Holy Eucharist  

followed by a  

6:30 p.m. Supper  

CONFIRMATION  

SUNDAY, JUNE 28TH  

BISHOPõS LUNCHEON 

FOLLOWS THE  

WORSHIP SERVICE  


