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 A message from Fr. Dan  

From Paul Thigpen comes a wonderful reason for joy in our lives:  

In the beginning was joy. And the joy was with God, and the joy 

flowed within God. He willed that all things might come into being, 

that his joy might fill all things. So God loved the universe into  

existence.  
 

The love that holds all things together by its limitless power was 

the fount of joy, the mouth of a mighty river that flows singing in 

superabundance from the heart of God.  
 

But the adversary was near. Devoid of heaven's music, he was  

devoid of heaven's joy. He lured the creaturesõ gazes away from the 

face of God so that the floodgates of joy were closed.  
 

But in the fullness of time, the fount of joy became flesh, and 

dwelt among us, full of light and song.  By Him the floodgates were 

reopened and the hills burst into music and the trees of the field 

clapped their hands.  
 

May all who travel this summer have a wonderful time and a 

save journey home.  

Peace in Him,  
Fr. Dan  

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL OPPORTUNITIES  

If you enjoy teaching children about our awesome God, you are in-

vited to join this ministry.  The months of August and September 

are open, and a sign up sheet is in Fellowship Hall.  Thank you.  

The Fount of Joy  

 
The Messenger is the monthly newslet-

ter of St. Maryõs Church, an Episcopal 

and Lutheran Community, 506 S. 

McNeil Street, P.O. Box 841 Burgaw, NC 

28425.  

Phone: 910.259.5541  

Email:  stmarysburgaw@bellsouth.net  

Your articles are wanted and welcomed. 

The deadline for newsletter articles is the 

15th day of each month.  You may email 

your article to stmarysburgaw@  

bellsouth.net or place the article in the  

Administratorõs mail box. Special schedul-

ing requests are also due on the 15th.  
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Thereõs nothing better than sing-

ing favorite hymns together  

...Thank you Kay!  

If anyone has a musical offering 

for July, August or any month, 

please let Kay know.  It can be 

vocal or instrumental.    

 

For students, note that this a 

good opportunity to learn to play 

or sing in front of a very loving  

and understanding family.  
  

During the next two months, 

please check the shoe racks in 

your homes for new or gently 

used shoes that are no longer 

worn or shoes that never fit 

quite right  

Weõll collect these shoes on a 

Sunday in August, to be an-

nounced in next monthõs news-

letter. The chosen Sunday will 

be known as Barefoot Sunday .  

More information to come.  
 

EVERY CHURCH WOMAN  
 

Mark your calendars for the 

August Gathering at Trinity 

Center on Thursday, August 

20th.  All women and men are 

invited.   

 

The Reverend Deacon Kitty 

Davis will speak about òGreed, 

Grace and Gratitudeó with the 

hope of achieving balance and 

serenity in an era that appears 

obstructive to our best efforts 

to rest in God.   
 

The day will begin at 9:00 a.m. 

to register and pickup hand-

books.  The Assembly begins at 

9:45 a.m. and Holy Eucharist, 

at 11:15 a.m., followed by 

lunch.  
 

The cost is $18 per person.  

Please make out your checks 

to ECW Diocese of East  

Carolina by August 6th.  

SUMMER CHURCH EVENTS  

HYMN SING  

SUNDAY, JULY 26  

FEAST OF ST. 

MARY  

Wed., August 12  

5:30 P.M.  

Holy Eucharist  

 Followed by a  

 Celebratory Supper  

SOLES FOR SOULS  

IN AUGUST  


