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This is the time of the church year in which we prepare for tha
wonderful time of Jesus birth. Accordingly, | want to share a
powerful statement by E.C. Baird:

| Am the Spirit of Christmas.

| enter the home of poverty, causing gated children to open their e
wide In pleased wonder. | cause the miser's clutched hand to re
thus paint a bright spot on his soul. | cause the aged to renew the
and to laugh in the old glad way. | keep romance alive in the heart @&
hood, and brighten sleep with dreams woven of magic. | cause e
to climb dark stairways with filled baskets leaving behind hearts a
the goodness of the world. | cause the prodigal to pause a mome
wild, wasteful way and send to anxious Ilove some
token that releases glad tetgars which wash away the hard lirg
sorrow. | enter dark prison cells, reminding scarred manhood o
might have been and pointing forward to good days yet to be.
softly into the still white home of pain, and ljps that are too weak to
lips that tremble in silent eloquent gratitude in a thousand ways, I c.
weary world to look up into the face of God, and for a little momen
the things that are small and wretched. | am the Christrmas Spirit.

May the spirit of Christmas, the birth of Christ, fill each and every
you with all the joy and love that this time of year brings to 3. Dan
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To My Brothers and Sisters of S

We are saddened to see Fr. Dan retire as Priest  -in-Charge of
St . Mar yos t his December . Hi
blessed all of us in very special ways, and he will always be

part of our church family. Thankfully, and with hope, we

look forward to him rejoining us from time to time.

We also look forward to a brand new year in the ministry

and worship of our church family. Your Vestry has
unanimously agreed to a one year partnership with St,

James Parish in Wilmington. The partnership will include

t he foll owi ng: The Rev. ORobO
connection bet ween St . Maryos
Parish, He will conduct services each first and third
Sunday of the month (including the Lutheran service), and

he will participate in Vestry meetings on the first Sunday of

each month. The Rev. Ron Abrams (Rector of St. James
Parish), The Rev. Fletcher Wells (Assistant Rector), and The
Rev. Stephen Mazingo (Assistant Rector) will conduct the
ot her services at St. Maryos

We appreciate the support and blessing of The Rt. Rev
Clifton Daniel, 3rd on this partnership and we thank St.
James Parish for its outreach to us.

St . Maryos will continue to ope
partnership: The Vestry and congregation will govern the
everyday activities of our wonderful and unique parish. We

look forward to an exciting year of worship and ministry in

the name of Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God,
Jimbo Robbins, Sr. Warden
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Annunciation

Salvation to all that will is nigh;

That All, which always is all everywhere,
Which cannot sin, and yet all sins must bear,
Which cannot die, yet cannot choose but die,

Lo, faithful virgin, yields Himself to lie
In prison, in thy womb; and though He there
Can take no sin, nor thou give, yet He will wearr,
Taken from thence, flesh, which death's force may try.

Ere by the spheres time was created, thou

Was in His mind, who is thy Son and Brother;
Whom thou conceivest, conceived; yea thou art now
Thy Maker's maker, and thy Father's mother;
Thou hast light in dark, and shutest in little room,

Immensity cloistered in thy dear womb.

Nativity

Immensity cloistered in thy dear womb,
Now leaves His wddelov'd imprisonment,
There He hath made Himself to His intent
Weak enough, now into the world to come;
But O, for thee, for Him, hath the inn no room?
Yet lay Him in this stall, and from the Orient,
Stars and wise men will travel to prevent
The effect of Herod's jealous general doom.
Seest thou, my soul, with thy faith's eyes, how He
Which fills all place, yet none holds Him, doth lie?
Was not His pity towards thee wondrous high,
That would have need to be pitied by thee?
Kiss Him, and with Him into Egypt go,
With His kind mother, who partakes thy woe.

John Donne
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ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS EVENTS

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE
Pender County Museum
2-4 p.m., Sunday, December 6th
Everyone is welcome, and the eventfis
free. The museum is located at 20
West Bridgers St. in Burgaw.

Please fill out an envelope fro
the table in the Narthex to dedicat
a poinsettia in thanksgiving o
in memory of, or in honor of, a
loved one this Christmas.
Deadline Sunday, December 13th N
s % ST. MARY&S CHURC
CHRISTMAS PARTY
WINE AND CHEESE TASTING
Sunday, December 13th

Friday, December following the 11 a.m. worship servicg

4 from 68 p.m.
in the Parish Hall

The Wine and Cheese Tasting
Committee would love to have
contributions of prepared servings VIGIL OF THE NATIVITY
for the "tasting." If preparing food, Thursday, December 24th
please make 100 fingeod sized 7:30 p.m.
servings. There is a sigp sheet on

the bulletin board. If you prefer, FESTIVAL OF LESSONS
you may give a donation for th AND MUSIC

purchase of food items to Annett Sunday, December 27th
or Bettie. 11:00 a.m.

Tickets: $25/couple or $15/perso

may be obtained from Bettie o LUNCHEON FOR FR. DAN

Annette. Sunday, December 27th

We look forward to a well attended following the 11 a.m. worship servicg
event. Not only is this event a lot ¢

fun, it is also a worthy fundraiser th@  7hank you for your ministry with
provides Christmas food, clothes St. Maryodos ChRur
etc. to families in need.
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