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Taking on the Whole of Lent 

At age eighteen, Joanne and Sonny fell deeply in love and decided to get 

married.  When they approached Joanne's father with the news, he was very 

surprised and anxious about what he just heard.  After a long pause, he said to 

his future son-in-law, "You're mighty young to be taking on a family!"  "But I 

don't want the whole family,” protested Sonny; “I just want to marry Joanne." 
 

 One component of pre-marital counseling I address with couples is that 

when you marry a person, you marry into a family.  Whether you like it or not, 

they become an important part of your married life.  I believe the same thing 

can be said for our Christian journey as well. 
 

 As Christians, we embrace Christian traditions; Christmas, Easter,  

Pentecost and All Saints Day.  The liturgy, music, traditions and joy surround-

ing these major feast days stir our hearts and fill our souls.  As Christians we 

find hope and reassurance in the rites of Baptism, Confirmation, Ordination 

and Marriage.  These unique celebrations of the Christian journey affirm our 

faith and strengthen us for the journey yet to come. 
 

 But there are some things about being a Christian that make us uncomfort-

able and sober.  Lent is the epitome of a part of the Christian journey many  

people either ignore or give a courteous nod to.  Yet, if we are to experience the 

"whole" of the Christian life; if we are to encounter Jesus in the valleys as well 

as on the mountaintops; if we are to totally embrace God's redeeming grace, 

then Lent needs to be a purposeful, self-giving time of prayer, reflection, service 

and study.   
 

 When you ask people what Lent means, usually people say, "It means giving 

up something you like!"  This is only part of this penitential season.  Lent can 

and should be so much more!  This Lenten Season, be purposeful in your  

worship, study, prayer and service.  In doing so, you will marry the "whole" 

family of God which provide greater blessings than we can imagine. 

 Faithfully, 
 Ron+ 
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Donations to Charities 

The ECW met on Tuesday,  

February 2 at 6:30 PM. At that meet-

ing, the ladies elected to  

donate $600 to several charitable or-

ganizations: Pender Country Chris-

tian Services ($200), Safe Haven of 

Pender County ($100), Salvation 

Army ($100), Thompson Child and 

Family Focus ($100), and Good 

Shepherd Center ($100). 

 

Helping a Local Family 

In addition, the ECW continues to 

assist one of the families they spon-

sored for Thanksgiving and Christ-

mas.  After hearing that the family 

did not have central heat, the ladies 

decided to purchase a  

heater for them. 

 

Spring Fest 

The ECW is also planning for several 

upcoming events.  The first is Spring 

Fest, which will be held in Burgaw 

on Saturday, May 15.  The ECW has 

participated in Spring Fest for the 

past several years with a booth, and 

they would like to do it again in 2010.  

However, the ladies have learned  

EVERY CHURCH WOMAN 

 

that they cannot do it by  

themselves, and they are asking the 

whole congregation to help.  A 

Spring Fest sign up sheet has been 

posted in the Fellowship Hall. Vol-

unteers are especially needed to help 

with heavy lifting and moving during 

the hours of 8:00 to 9:00 AM (setting 

up the booth) and 4:00 to 5:00 PM 

(tearing down the booth).  If you can 

help, please sign up by March 31.  At 

that point, based on the number of 

people who volunteer to help, the 

ECW will decide if they can partici-

pate in Spring Fest this year. 

 

Wounded Warrior Luncheon 

A luncheon for Wounded Warriors 

at Camp Lejeune will also be held in 

May.  The date and time will be an-

nounced later this  

spring. 

 

Wine and Cheese Tasting 

Preparations are already underway 

for the next Wine and Cheese  

Tasting.  This event will be held in 

February 2011. 
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ALTAR GUILD MINISTRY 

Sunday, March 21st 

Members of the Altar Guild are 

asked to meet together with Father 

Rob in the Sanctuary after worship 

on Sunday, March 21.   

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday 

worship service arrangements will 

be discussed. 

LAS VEGAS CHURCH ACCEPTS GAMBLING CHIPS 
 

THIS MAY COME AS A SURPRISE TO THOSE OF YOU NOT LIVING 
IN LAS VE GAS , BUT THERE ARE MORE CATHOLI C 
CHURCHE S THAN CASINOS.  NOT SURPRISINGLY, SOME  
WORSHIPERS AT SUNDAY SERVICES WILL GIVE CASINO CHIPS 
RATHER THAN CASH WHEN THE BASKET IS PASSED.  
 
SINCE THEY GET CHIPS FROM MANY DIFFERENT CASINOS, THE 
CHURCHE S HAVE DEVI SED A METHOD TO COLLECT THE 
OFFERINGS.  THE CHURCHES SEND ALL THEIR COLLECTED 
CHIPS TO A NEARBY FRANCISCAN MONASTERY FOR SORTING 
AND THEN THE CHIPS ARE TAKEN TO THE CASINOS OF ORIGIN 
AND CASHED IN.   THIS IS DONE BY THE CHIP MONKS.  

 Easter Lilies 
 

 March provides 

 the opportunity 

 to dedicate an 

 Easter Lily in 

 honor, memory 

 or thanksgiving 

 of a loved one.   

Dedication envelopes will be on 

the table in the Narthex. 

Good Food, Good Fellowship and Good Causes 
 

At the Pancake Supper, $267 was contributed toward the Episcopal Relief 
and Development Fund to benefit the Haiti disaster.  Thank you to everyone 
for your participation.  What a fantastic evening! 
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Miracles 
 

Imagine if Jesus had decided to focus on teaching only.  We wouldn’t know 
that in order to have a miracle performed in our lives that we would need to ac-
knowledge the authority of Jesus; We wouldn’t know that we need to specify what 
we want him to do for us;  We wouldn’t know that believers can intercede for 
another person’s miraculous healing; We wouldn’t know of Jesus’ authority 
over sight, hearing and speaking, both physically and spiritually; We wouldn’t 
know that Jesus needs no acknowledgment to bring the dead back to life; We 
wouldn’t know that demons acknowledge Jesus and his authority, and they are 
aware of their ultimate fate upon Jesus’ second coming; and We wouldn’t know 
that miracles restore people for the purpose of serving God. 

 
Imagine what miracles will precede the deliverance of God’s people when Jesus 
comes again.  Great miracles preceded the Exodus of the Israelites from Egypt, 
and once the Israelites began worshipping other gods, God provided miracles 
to Gentiles during the time of Elijah, to be followed by even more abundant 
miracles benefitting both Jews and Gentiles by Jesus while he was here on 
earth. 
 
These miracles demonstrate God’s authority and plan: The restoration of His 
relationship with believers, both Jew and Gentile, through the ultimate miracle: 
Jesus Christ’s conquest of sin and death, and His promise of a future world 
without sin or suffering.  Thanks be to God! 

Miracle demonstrating Jesus’ authority over illness 

By touching an ill person: Peter’s mother in law was ill with a high fever.  People 
in the house appealed to Jesus on behalf of the mother in law (inferring they knew of Je-
sus’ authority and power).  Jesus rebuked the fever and it left her.  (Luke 4:38-39) 
(Mark 1:30-31 – Jesus took her by the hand and lifted her up and the fever left 
her). (Matt. 8:14-15 – Jesus touched her hand and the fever left.) 

Miracles demonstrating Jesus’ authority over the created world 

By obedience to Jesus’ spoken words to his followers: Simon Peter and other fish-
ermen were not catching fish. Jesus said, “Put out into the deep and let down 
your nets for a catch.”  Both boats were so full of fish they began to sink.  The  
disciples had already expressed faith in Jesus’ authority, so it wasn’t needed immediately prior 
to the miracle.  They did what Jesus asked them to do.  (Luke 5:1-7) 
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By rebuking the wind and the raging waves:  The disciples woke Jesus to tell him 
that they were perishing.  Jesus rebuked the wind and waves and the storm 
ceased.  (Luke 8:23-24) (Matt. 8:23-26) 

By touching and blessing the food and the obedience of the disciples:  Jesus 
blessed five loaves and two fish.  The disciples took the blessed food and fed a 
multitude of 5,000 leaving many baskets of uneaten food. (Luke 9:13-17)  
(Matt. 14:16-20) (Mark 6:37-44) 

Miracle demonstrating Jesus’ authority over disease and the unclean 

By touching a diseased person and spoken words: A man full of leprosy reverently 
fell on his face and said, Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.”  Jesus stretched out his 
hand and touched him and said, I will; be clean.”  Immediately the leprosy left the 
man.  Jesus is not made unclean by touching the leper, instead the leper is 
cleansed by Jesus’ touch.  (Luke 5:12-13) (Matt. 8:2-3) (Mark 1:40-42) 

Miracle demonstrating Jesus’ authority to forgive our sins 

By speaking words of forgiveness and by the man’s obedience to Jesus’ words:  
Men brought a paralytic through the tiles of a roof (their act shows their acknowledge-
ment of Jesus’ authority)  Jesus said, “Man, your sins are forgiven you…Pick up your 
bed and go home.)  The man picked up his bed and went home.  (Luke 5:17-25) 
(Matt. 9:2-8) (Mark 2:3-12) 

Miracle demonstrating Jesus’ authority to heal someone who is not present, 
by intercession 

Without saying anything:  A Roman centurion (Gentile) requested Jesus to heal 
his servant.  The Jews that carried his request told Jesus that the Centurion built 
their synagogue. The Centurion showed reverence and said that he was not worthy for Jesus to 
come under his roof, and showed his faith by saying, “Say the word, and let my servant be healed.”  
Jesus said to the crowd, I haven’t found anyone in all of Israel with this kind of 
faith.  The Jews returned to find the servant healed.  (Luke 7:2-10) (Matt. 8:5-13) 

Miracle demonstrating Jesus’ authority to transcend manmade laws 

By spoken words and a man’s obedience to Jesus’ words:  On a Sabbath, Jesus told 
a man with a withered hand, “Stretch out your hand.”  The man did so (showing his 
faith in Jesus), and his hand was restored.  (Luke 6: 6-10) (Matt. 12:10-13)  
(Mark 3:1-5) 
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The Messenger is the monthly newsletter 
of St. Mary’s Church, an Episcopal and 
Lutheran Community, 506 S. McNeil 
Street, P.O. Box 841 Burgaw, NC 28425. 

Phone: 910.259.5541 
Email:  stmarysburgaw@bellsouth.net 

Your participation is greatly appreciated! 
The deadline for newsletter articles and  
special scheduling requests is the 15th day of 
each month.  You may email your article to 
stmarysburgaw@bellsouth.net or place the 
article in the Administrator’s mail bin. 

 
 

Miracle demonstrating Jesus’ authority over blindness 

By touching blind men’s eyes: Blind men said to Jesus, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son 
of David!”  Jesus asked what they wanted him to do for them.  They asked that 
their eyes be opened.  Jesus touched their eyes and immediately they recovered 
their sight and followed him.  (Matt. 20:30-34) 

Miracle demonstrating Jesus’ authority over deafness 

By touching the deaf man’s ears, spitting and touching the deaf man’s tongue and 
speaking:  A man begged Jesus to lay his hand on him .  Jesus did and said, “Be opened.”  
The man’s ears were opened and his tongue was released and he spoke plainly.  
(Mark 7:31-35) 

Miracles demonstrating Jesus’ authority over demonic power 

By speaking words to a demon: There was a man with the spirit of an unclean de-
mon in the synagogue on the Sabbath.  He acknowledged Jesus as the Holy One of God.  
Jesus speaks, “Be silent and come out of him!”  The demon came out of the man.  
(Luke 4:31-35) (Mark 1:21-26) 

By giving permission:  Demons recognized Jesus as the Son of the Most High God.  They 
begged Jesus not to command them to depart into the abyss, but rather to enter a 
herd of pigs.  Jesus gave them permission to do so.  The Gentile man who had 
been possessed by them was healed.  (Luke 8:27-38) (Matt. 8:28-34)  
(Mark 5:2-15) 

Miracle demonstrating Jesus’ authority over the dead 

By touching the bier and speaking:  Jesus had compassion on a widow who was 
losing her only son.  Jesus touched the bier and said, “Young man, I say to you, 
arise.”  The dead man sat up and began to speak. (Luke 7:12-15)  
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March Baptismal Birthdays 
 
3-14 Bettie Phelps 
3-14 Helen Crouch  
3-15 Bert Yepko  
3-18 Bob Boulis  
3-21 MarthaAnn Blake  
3-25 Nova Martin  
3-25 Gunner Martin   

March Birthdays 

3-4  Julian Anderson 
3-4   MarthaAnn Blake 
3-4  Bert Yepko  
3-20  Brenda Starling 
3-20  Heather Ruddell 
3-22  Kim Davies 
3-28  Katherine Goslee 
3-29  Quinn Corcoran 

Please continue to pray for MarthaAnn Blake, Barbara Boulis, Helen 
Crouch, Lynn Goddard, Pam Graham, James Halas, Marion Lacer, 
Jackie Robbins, the Von Oesen family, John Wynne, and Dede Yepko.   

Also, please pray for Velma Anderson (mother of Julian and Donna 
Anderson), Norman Blake (husband of  MarthaAnn Blake), Becky,     
David Calhoun, Paul, Dennis Jones (neighbors of Pam Graham), Leroy 
Woodlief (brother of Linda Hadden), Joe Peace Woodlief, Jr. (cousin 
of  Linda Hadden) and Ronnie Patterson (brother-in-law of Linda 
Hadden). 

Celebrate Life! 

We would like to include everyone’s birthdays and wedding  
anniversaries in the Sunday bulletins and newsletters. Please contact the 
Church Office at 910.259.5541, stmarysburgaw@bellsouth.net or place 
the information in the administrator’s mail bin to provide your birthday 

and/or wedding anniversary information.  Thank you! 

PRAYER LIST 

BIRTHDAYS 



  Page 9    The Messenger  March 2010   

 

 MARCH 2010 SERVERS 

SUNDAY Celebrant The Rev. Rob Spainhour  
MARCH 7  Lay Assistant/Crucifer Kristin McFarland 

The Third  Acolyte Anna Zygmunt 

Sunday  in Oblations Valde & Helle Jorgensen 
Lent Usher Valde Jorgensen 
 Altar Guild(& set up for Thurs.)Heidi Robbins 
 Coffee Hour Angels Donna & Julian Anderson 
   

SUNDAY Celebrant The Rev. Ron Abrams 
MARCH 14 Lay Assistant/Crucifer Pat Casaw 
The Fourth Acolytes Danielle Anderson 

Sunday  in  & Kyra Corcoran 

Lent Oblations Jimbo and Heidi Robbins 
 Usher Jimbo Robbins 
 Altar Guild Annette Olesen 
 Coffee Hour Angels Linda Hadden & Armin Jancis 
  

SUNDAY Celebrant The Rev. Rob Spainhour 
MARCH 21 Lay Assistant Bob Goslee 
The Fifth Acolyte Andrew Zygmunt 

Sunday in Crucifer Kristin McFarland 

Lent Oblations Van Reid & Pat Casaw 
 Usher Van Reid 
 Altar Guild(& set up for Thurs.)Laura Zygmunt 
 Coffee Hour Angels  Claudia & Kenn Thompson 
 

SUNDAY Celebrant The Rev. Stephen Mazingo 
MARCH 28 Lay Assistant Joan Weld 

The Sunday Acolyte Quinn Corcoran 

of the Passion Crucifer Bert Yepko 

Palm Sunday Oblations Julian & Donna Anderson 

 Usher Julian Anderson 

 Altar Guild Pat Casaw 

 Coffee Hour Angels Jimbo & Heidi Robbins  
Sunday School: MarthaAnn Blake  Vestry Representative: Jimbo Robbins 
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